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April 22, 1915 - Founding

The Polish Museum of America’s Library 
was founded on April 22, 1915 in 
Chicago, Illinios, by the Polish Roman 
Catholic Union of America.  The Library 
collects books and information on the 
history of Polonia in America and on the 
history of Poland.

April 23, 1989 - Mother Frances Siedliska (Beatifi ed)

Mother Frances Siedliska was the foundress of the 
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth in 1875.  The 
Sisters serve in education, health care and social 
services in Poland, France, England and the United 
States.  Mother Frances Siedliska was beatifi ed on 
April 23, 1989, by Pope John Paul II.

April 24, 1908 - Józef Goslawski (Born)

Józef Goslawski was an author of numerous 
monuments and portrait sculptures, sculpture 
caricatures, medals, coins, renovations and drawings. 
His early works, generally not conserved, show some 
infl uence of cubism (self-portrait, portrait of Witold 
Chomicz), Szukalski’s ideas (sculpture caricature of 
Henryk Uziemblo), as well as forms similar to ideas of 

the Polish Applied Art Society (design of the St. Franciscus altar).

April 25, 1333 - King Casimir the Great (Coronation)

Poland’s King Casimir the Great reigned between 1333 
and 1370.  In 1364, Casimir the Great, known by his 
Polish name, Kazimierz Wielki, established Poland’s 
fi rst university in Krakow, which became Jagiellonian 
University.

April 26, 1919 - Napoleon Cybulski (Died)

In 1895, Napoleon Cybulski discovered Adrenaline, 
a hormone which regulates brain and muscle 
activity.

April 27, 1941 - Marian Batko (Polish Teachers’ Day)

On April 27, Polish Teachers’ Day of Remembrance 
and Peace, about a thousand Polish teachers and 
students paid homage to the victims of the Auschwitz 
Nazi camp. The date coincides with the anniversary of 
the martyr-death in Auschwitz of the teacher Marian 
Batko, who gave his life for a 16-year-old 
fellow prisoner.

April 28, 1943 - Nicholas Minue (Died)

Nicholas Minue (birth unknown – died April 28, 1943) 
received the Medal of Honor for military service on 
behalf of the United States of America in World War 
II. He received this recognition for charging a group 
of German soldiers that had a machine-gun position 
near Medjez El Bab, Tunisia. He died during the 
charge. Born in Sedden, Poland, he enlisted in the 

United States Army in Carteret, NJ. He served in Company A, 6th 
Armored Infantry Regiment, 1st Armored Division.

April 29, 1926 - Paul Baran (Born)

Paul Baran was one of the early developers of 
the Internet, ATM technology, and DSL modem 
technology.  He was born in Poland in 1926 and 
his family emigrated to Boston in 1928.  Mr. Baran 
has connections to Philadelphia through Drexel 
University where he did his undergraduate work.

April 21, 1978 - Krystyna Chojnowska-Liskiewicz

Krystyna Chojnowska-Liskiewicz of Poland became 
the fi rst woman to sail around the world alone in a 
31-foot vessel.  The trip took 401 days and covered 
31,166 nautical miles.  On April 21, 1978, Krystyna 
Chojnowska-Liskiewicz completed her solo trip and 
gained her title “The First Lady of the Oceans”.

April 20, 1920 - Vilna Offensive

The Vilna offensive was a 
campaign of the Polish-Soviet War 
of 1919–1921. The Polish army 
launched an offensive on April 16, 
1919 to take Vilnius (Polish: Wilno) 
from the Red Army. After three 

days of street fi ghting from April 19–21, the city was captured by 
Polish forces causing the Red Army to retreat. 

Historic Refl ections Continued  •  April / May Kosciuszko Foundation to recognize Martha Stewart 
During the Amber Ball - Saturday, April 30, 2016

 The Kosciuszko Foundation - The 
American Center of Polish Culture will 
host the Amber Ball on Saturday, April 
30 at the grand ballroom of the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel in NYC. The Ball, which 
has an 80-year-old tradition, is a major 
annual fund-raising event that benefi ts 
the Foundation’s educational and 
cultural intitiatives and the ongoing KF 
Building renovation campaign.

 The guest of honor during this year’s 
ball will be TV personality and a 
pioneering entrepreneur Martha 
Stewart, who will personally accept the 
KF Medal of Recognition.

 Stewart is founder of Martha Stewart 
Living Omnimedia, Inc., a media company that includes a variety 
of print publications, TV and radio programming and e-commerce 
websites, which over the years resulted in building one of the leading 
brands in the lifestyle industry.

 Stewart, born as Martha Kostyra, is entirely of Polish heritage, a 
fact she talked about on her TV programs while promoting Polish 
cuisine recipes.

 The Kosciuszko Foundation will also recognize its generous 
benefactor Prof. Piotr Chomczynski, a renowned biochemist and 
researcher. The ball will be chaired by Prof. Waldemar Priebe, 
president of the Texas Chapter of the KF who has been involved in 
many initiatives in the fi eld of science that support the Foundation’s 
mission in Poland and the U.S. Both professors are members of 
the Kosciuszko Foundation’s Collegium of Eminent Scientists 
which honors distinguished scientists of Polish descent in the U.S., 
highlights their achievements and provides a nexus of interaction 
with scientists in Poland.

 Alex Storozynski, chairman of the board said, “For nearly a 
century, the Kosciuszko Foundation has worked to enhance the 
ties between the United States and Poland through educational and 
cultural exchanges, by awarding $1 million annually in scholarship 
and research grants. The KF has reinforced the bridge between 
Poland and the USA whose foundation was built by Thaddeus 
Kosciuszko when he constructed West Point during the American 
Revolution. It is through grants and donations by Polish Americans 
that have continued this tradition.”

 The evening will begin with a cocktail reception in the Astor Room 
followed by dinner and dancing to the sounds of the Gerard Carelli 
Orchestra in the adjacent Grand Ballroom. Additionally, the evening 
will feature the performance of the Polish American Folk Dance 
Company. Guests will have an opportunity to bid in a silent auction 
and participate in a raffl e to win some of the donated prizes that 
include amber jewelry from Poland, Giorgio G. cognac, a fur shawl 
and many more.

 The Amber Ball is great fun and provides an opportunity to 
socialize with celebrities, dance with the stars, and enjoy the gourmet 
cuisine of New York’s prestigious Waldorf-Astoria, said Dr. John S. 
Micgiel, president of the Foundation.

 For more information about the KF Amber Ball, how to 
purchase tickets, or become a sponsor please contact Ewa Zadworna 
at (212) 734-2130, ezadworna@thekf.org or visit www.thekf.org.

National Small Business Weekend
The First Friday, Saturday and Sunday of Every Month

Visit NationalSmallBusinessWeekend.com


