
April 4, 1989 - Round Table Talks Ended

The Round Table Talks took place in 
Warsaw, Poland, between February 6th 
and April 4th in 1989.  As a result of the 
Round Table Agreement, Solidarnosc 
became a legal political party, free 
elections would be scheduled and massive 
changes for the better began to take place in Poland.  It was the 
beginning of the fall of Communism in central Europe. 

April 1, 1939 - Phil Niekro (Born) 

Phil Niekro was a proud Polish American and 
well-known pitcher in Major League Baseball.  He was 
one of the most successful knuckleball pitchers of all 
time, with 318 career victories.  Niekro was inducted 
into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1997.

April 2, 2005 - Blessed John Paul II (Died)

Pope John Paul II, the beloved Cardinal of Krakow, 
Poland, was elected to be the shepherd of the 
Universal Catholic Church in October, 1978, 
and served as Pontiff until his death on April 2, 
2005.  During his 27 years as Holy Father, he 
was recognized as a true son of Poland and an 
international leader of faith and justice. He was 
beatifi ed on May 1, 2011 by Pope Benedict XVI.

April 3, 1849 - Juliusz Slowacki (Died)

Juliusz Slowacki was a poet and playwright who wrote 
“The Trilogy of Polish History”.  Pope John Paul II 
quoted Juliusz Slowacki’s works on more than one 
occasion.  Slowacki had an infl uence over other great 
Polish poets such as Krasinski, Norwid, and Ujejski.  
His ashes were laid to rest in the Royal Crypt in 
Wawel Castle.

April 5, 1804 - Vincent Dziewanowski (Born)

Vincent Dziewanowski was an American pioneer 
who established the city of Pulaski, Wisconsin.  
This was the beginning of many schools, 
bridges, roads and towns named after General 
Casimir Pulaski.

April 6, 1953 - Janet Nowicki (Born)

Janet Nowicki is well known by her stage name, 
Janet Lynn, a champion fi gure skater who won fi ve 
consecutive United States Women’s National Skating 
Championships.

April 7, 1890 - Adam Styka (Born)

Adam Styka was a world renowned painter, born in 
Poland in 1890.  Styka’s paintings of the Wild West 
are regarded by some critics as the best Western 
paintings ever painted by an artist.  His religious 
paintings are located in churches in Europe and 
the United States.  He is buried in the Alley of Merit 
at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
in Doylestown, Pennsylvania.

April 8, 1909 - Helena Modjeska (Died)

Helena Modjeska was a Polish actress of 
international fame who immigrated to the United 
States in 1876.  She became a star of American 
stages for many years with her portrayals of 
Shakespearian characters.  Modjeska was the mother 
of Ralph Modjeski, the builder of the Benjamin 
Franklin and Tacony Palmyra Bridges in Philadelphia 
and several others across America.

 Museum’s Historic Refl ections Project
April / May

 The Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Historic 
Philadelphia presents Historic Refl ections from Polish and Polish 
American history on the Polish American Radio Program.  The 
refl ections are organized in a daily format. Some of the dates may be 
the birthday or death date of a prominent person. Other dates may 
celebrate a milestone in a prominent person’s life such as a career 
promotion, invention date, or some accomplishment that contributed 
to science, medicine, sports, or entertainment history.  Other dates 
may be an anniversary of a historical event in Polonia or Poland’s 
history. 

 
For your information, we have listed a brief outline of historic 
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There are many explanations of the origins of Dyngus Day. 
The most well known began in 966 A.D. after Prince Mieszko I  
of Poland was baptized into Christianity on Easter Monday 
and Prince Mieszko and his court celebrated the occasion. The 
custom of pouring water is an ancient spring rite of cleansing, 
purifi cation, and fertility. Dyngus Day, is also known as Smigus 
Dyngus in Poland and is enjoyed throughout Poland and by Polish 
Americans as a day for families, friends and neighbors to celebrate 
the end of Lent and the joy of the Easter Season with good cheer.
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