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September 13, 1964 - Rafal Ziemkiewicz (Born)

Rafal Ziemkiewicz is known as a social science fiction 
author whose works deal with future governments and 
the political climate in Europe.  He is also currently 
writing for the Polish edition of Newsweek.

September 14, 1561 - Jan Tarnowski (Died)

Jan Amor Tarnowski (1488–1561) was a Polish-
Lithuanian szlachcic. He was Grand Crown Hetman 
from 1527 and was the founder of the city of 
Ternopil, where he built the Ternopil Castle and 
the Ternopil Lake.

September 15, 1941 - Miroslaw Hermaszewski 
(Born)

Miroslaw Hermaszewski is Poland’s first cosmonaut.  
In 1978, Hermaszewski spent eight days in the 
Salyut space station and won an award for his 
participation in the mission.  He eventually made it to 
the rank of General of the Polish Air Force.  Miroslaw 
Hermaszewski is currently retired.

September 16, 1985 - Madeline Zima (Born)

Madeline Rose Zima is an American actress, known 
for her six years as Grace Sheffield on the TV 
Series The Nanny or as Mia Cross on the Showtime 
dramedy Californication.

September 17, 1968 - Jerzy Dabrowski (Died)

Jerzy Dabrowski was an aeronautical engineer and 
designer of the famed PZL.37 Los medium bomber.  
Jerzy Dabrowski’s airplanes were used during 
World War II and were of superb flying quality.  At 
the end of his career, he worked for Boeing Aircraft 
Corporation in Washington State.

September 18, 1944 - Walter Shimshock (Shot 
Down and died in the Aircraft “I’ll be Seeing You”)

Walter Shimshock was a 19 year old tail gunner on a 
B-17 Bomber that had been airlifting supplies to the 
people of Warsaw.  During this mission, the “I’ll Be 
Seeing You” was hit by German flak and fell to earth. 
Two of the ten crew members on board survived and 
were captured by the Germans and sent to a Nazi 
POW camp. 

September 19, 1905 - Leon Jaworski (Born)

Leon Jaworski was the famous Polish American 
lawyer and prosecutor in the Watergate Case.  Leon 
Jaworski also served as a war crimes prosecutor in 
Germany during WWII.

September 20, 1960 - James Pawelczyk (Born)

James Pawelczyk is a NASA astronaut and associate 
professor of Physiology.  Dr. Pawelczyk served as a 
payload specialist in Space Shuttle Columbia from 
April 17th to May 3rd, 1998.

September 21, 1869 - Henryk Melcer-Szczawinski 
(Born)

Henryk Melcer-Szczawinski was a Polish composer, 
pianist, conductor, and teacher. His works include two 
piano concertos, one in E minor (1892-1894) and one 
in C minor (1898); a violin sonata (1907), and a piano 
trio in G minor (probably written 1892-1894).

September 22, 1964 - Bonnie Hunt (Born)

Bonnie Lynn Hunt is an American actress, 
comedienne, writer, director, television producer 
and daytime television host.  Hunt, who was born 
in Chicago, Illinois, is the daughter of Alice, a 
homemaker of Polish descent, and Bob Hunt, an 
electrician of Irish descent.

September 23, 2001 - Dr. Stanislaw Blejwas (Died)

Dr. Stanislaw Blejwas was a history professor and the 
chairman of Polish studies at Connecticut University 
and the President of the Polish American Historical 
Association.  Dr. Blejwas was a respected expert in the 
field of Polish American Studies.

“SHARP”
The Senior Housing Assistance Repair Program of 

PCA (Philadelphia Corporation For Aging) Offers Free 
Home Repairs and Modifications For Philadelphia Seniors

What is the SHARP program?
 The Senior Housing Assistance Repair Program, also known as 
the SHARP program, is a minor home repair program for older 
Philadelphians. SHARP improves the safety and security of homes 
by making repairs for older persons who can no longer perform 
such tasks. SHARP also makes modifications for older people with 
physical disabilities to enable them to live more independently or 
to more easily accomplish important tasks. All SHARP services are 
provided at no cost to the homeowner and no lien is ever placed on 
the property. SHARP is not an emergency service.

What can SHARP Offer?
 To help with safety and security, SHARP can install exterior doors 
with dead bolt locks, install smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, 
and repair or replace wooden basement steps. To help with basic 
repairs, SHARP can repair leaky faucets and toilets, install shut-off 
valves, install wireless door bells, and replace electrical switches, 
receptacles and fixtures.  For home modifications, SHARP can adapt 
existing bathroom fixtures, install grab bars, provide tub benches, 
install hand-held showers, install hand railings and intercom 
systems.

Who is eligible for SHARP services?
To receive SHARP, applicants must be:

 -  Homeowners living in the City of Philadelphia( have a Deed)
 -  60 years of age or older
 -  Gross household income at 150% of the poverty level which  
  currently is $1,396 for one person or $1,891 for two people
 -  Residing in a structurally sound property 
 -  Water (hot & cold), Electric and Gas on and working properly
 -  Did not receive SHARP services during the last five years 

How can I apply for SHARP?
 Persons interested in minor repair services or modifications 
through SHARP can call the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging’s 
Helpline at (215) 765-9040, weekdays between 8:30 AM and 5:00 
PM. Hearing impaired (TDD) line (215) 765-9041.

What does the SHARP process look like?
 The intake worker at the Helpline collects information over the 
phone. Next, a Housing Services Coordinator from the Housing 
Department visits the home, describes the program, assists in 
completing the application, and verifies that eligibility criteria are 
met. They can also provide information about services that may be 
needed or requested. The Housing Services Coordinator is required to 
walk through the entire home, listing the consumer’s repair needs.
After all information is verified and the application approved, an 
inspector visits the home to identify the type of repairs needed and 
to prepare a work list that does not exceed the per house dollar limit. 
For people with or developing physical limitations, an occupational 
therapist may visit the homeowner to recommend adaptations for 
increased safety and/or accessibility.

 After the inspections are completed and a work list finalized, 
the contract is signed. Materials are then delivered to the house, 
the repairs are scheduled and a mechanic arrives at the home to 
do the repairs. Some work may be completed by a sub-contracted 
company.  After the work is completed, the work is re-inspected. 
If problems related to the work arise due to normal usage during 
the course of one year, SHARP will return to the home and make 
necessary repairs, consistent with the agreement between PCA and 
the homeowner.

 Please note that a SHARP staff person always calls the homeowner 
before coming to the house. Please also note that no Housing 
employee is permitted to recommend contractors or to perform 
private work for the homeowner.

 For more information call (215) 765-9040, Monday through Friday, 
8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Congratulations Edward W. Lukiewski
 Edward W. Lukiewski, one of the directors at Polonia Bank and a 
former Polonia Bank  President, received a very special honor from 
the French government. 

 He has been named a “Chevalier” of the Legion of Honor, as a sign 
of France’s gratitude for his distinguised military service in France 
and personal contribution to the liberation of France during World 
War II.

 The insignia of “Chevalier” of the Legion of Honor, the French 
highest award, was awarded to Mr. Lukiewski by the Consul General 
of France, Olivier Serot Almeras’.

 The Polish American Congress and Polonia extend congratulations 
and Sto Lat!


