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August 4, 1904 - Witold Marian Gombrowicz (Born)

Witold Marian Gombrowicz was a Polish novelist 
and dramatist. His works are characterized by deep 
psychological analysis, a certain sense of paradox and 
an absurd, anti-nationalist fl avor. He gained fame only 
during the last years of his life but is now considered 
one of the foremost fi gures of Polish literature.

August 1, 1943 - Sisters of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth (Executed by Nazis) 

The Eleven Sisters of the Holy Family of 
Nazereth were arrested and executed by Nazi 
soldiers in Nowogrodek, Poland, in 1943.  
The sisters, who administered an orphanage 
in Nowogrodek, were taken to the outer 

limits of the town, shot and buried in a common grave.

August 2, 1940 - Kosciuszko Squadron #303 was formed

The Polish pilots of the Kosciuszko 
Squadron #303, attached to the 
RAF, fought valiantly in the Battle 
of Britain in 1940.  The Kosciuszko 
Squadron downed 126 enemy 
aircraft, winning the admiration of 
the British government and people.

August 5, 1981 - Polish American Heritage 
Month (Founding)

Polish American Heritage Month began in the 
City of Philadelphia, PA. A few years later it was 
moved to October to include schools and the fall 
season activities.  In 2015, we mark the 34th 

anniversary of this effort which has become a successful national 
celebration of Polish history, culture and pride.

August 6, 1955 - Senator John F. Kennedy (Visit)

Senator John F. Kennedy visited Poland on August 
6, 1955.  He made a pilgrimage to Czestochowa, and 
returned to the United States with great admiration for 
the faith of the Polish people.

August 7, 1942 - Kazimierz Barburski (Born)

Kazimierz Barburski won the bronze medal for fencing in 
the 1968 Olympic Games in Ciudad de México.

August 8, 1915 - Fr. Kornelian Dende (Born)

Fr. Kornelian Dende was the director of the Fr. Justin 
Rosary Program in 1915.  The Fr. Justin Program can 
be heard on radio stations throughout the United
States.  You can hear the program anytime from: 
PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com.

 Museum’s Historic Refl ections Project
August / September

 The Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Historic 
Philadelphia presents Historic Refl ections from Polish and Polish 
American history on the Polish American Radio Program.  The 
refl ections are organized in a daily format. Some of the dates may be 
the birthday or death date of a prominent person. Other dates may 
celebrate a milestone in a prominent person’s life such as a career 
promotion, invention date, or some accomplishment that contributed 
to science, medicine, sports, or entertainment history.  Other dates 
may be an anniversary of a historical event in Polonia or Poland’s 
history. 

 For your information, we have listed a selection of historic 
refl ections for the months of August and September.

August 3, 1924 - Joseph Conrad (Died)

Jozef Korzeniowski, better known as Joseph Conrad, is 
an internationally respected author in the Polish and 
English languages.  He is known for his works Lord 
Jim and Heart of Darkness.

August 9, 1988 - Polish American Cultural Center 
Museum (Opening)

The opening of the Polish American Cultural Center 
Museum at 308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia 
took place on August 9, 1988.  On this date, Vice 
President, George Bush Sr., along with John Cardinal 
Krol and members of Polonia, gathered to cut the ribbon 
at the new museum, which is a Polish American focal 
point for visitors to Historic Philadelphia.

Historic Refl ections Project Part 1

For more information about Historic Refl ectoins visit:
PolishAmericanCenter.org/hr

Polish American Cultural Center 
Museum Gift Shop

Open During Regular Exhibit Hall Hours

For an order form, call the Gift Shop, Monday through Friday
between 9 A.M. and 5 P.M. and a form will be mailed to you.
If you are on the Internet, there is an order form you can download.

Visit the Museum Gift Shop on the Internet at:
PolishAmericanCenter.com

Items are shipped United Parcel Service or Priority Mail

For more information call (215) 922-1700.
All Major Credit Cards are accepted. Consider the Gift Shop

for that special gift for a family member or friend.


