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September 24, 2002 - Leon Hart (Died)

Leon Hart was a great football player who won the 
Heisman Trophy and Maxwell Award while at Notre 
Dame and went on to a great career with the Detroit 
Lions.  He was inducted into the Polish American Sports 
Hall of Fame in 1988.

September 25, 1888 - Stefan Mazurkiewicz (Born)

Stefan Mazurkiewicz was a Polish mathematician who 
developed the Hahn-Mazurkiewicz theorem that deals 
with curves and space of curves.  He also helped crack 
the Russian cipher code as a cryptologist for the Polish 
General Staff during the Battle of Warsaw.

September 27, 1331 - Battle of Plowce (Event)

On September 27, 1331, one-third of the Teutonic 
Order’s Force of Knights under Dietrich von 
Altenburg left the blockaded peasant town of Plowce. 
The Poles, under Wladyslaw Lokietek and his son 
Casimir, immediately attacked in a frontal assault. A 
few seconds later, Polish detachments hiding to the 
left of the city in a forest also attacked. In three hours 
the Teutonic Knights had been defeated and their 

leader captured. The Polish forces, victorious in this phase of the 
battle, took prisoner 56 knights, and freed many Polish captives.

September 28, 1973 - Brian Rafalski (Born)

Brian Rafalski (born in Dearborn, MI) is an 
American professional ice hockey player who 
played defense for the Detroit Red Wings in the 
National Hockey League. Prior to joining the Red 
Wings, Rafalski played seven seasons with the New 
Jersey Devils. After struggling to enter the NHL, 
Rafalski has won three Stanley Cups and become 
an effective defenseman in the league. In his nine 
seasons in the league, he has played in five Stanley Cup finals (2000, 
2001, 2003, 2008, 2009).

September 29, 1943 - Lech Walesa (Born)

Lech Walesa was President of the Republic of Poland 
from 1990 to 1995.  Walesa was a trade union and 
human rights activist who is recognized throughout 
the world for his participation in Poland’s Solidarity 
Trade Movement which helped end communism in 
Europe.

September 30, 1954 - Barbara Trzetrzelewska 
(Born)

Barbara Trzetrzelewska, is known by her stage name, 
“Basia”, for her successful music career as a jazz-pop 
singer in the United States, the United Kingdom and 
Japan.  Basia has two platinum albums to her credit 
and is noted for possessing a wide vocal range.

September 26, 1963 - Joe Nemechek (Born)

Joseph Frank Nemechek III is a NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series driver and owner of NEMCO Motorsports. He 
won the 1992 Busch Series championship. He is 
nicknamed “Front Row Joe” for his tendency to qualify 
near the front of the field, a term given by former 
teammate Wally Dallenbach.

Museum’s Historic Reflections Project Part 6

Visit the Adam Styka Art Exhibit
 While attending the 52nd Anniversary of the Polish 
American Festival at the Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
in Doylestown, PA, stop by to visit the 2017 Adam Styka Art 
Exhibit and Sale, which is sponsored by the Polish Heritage Society 
of Philadelphia in cooperation with the Pauline Fathers at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa.  The exhibition, as well as the 
festival dates, are September 2,3,4,(Labor Day) and the following 
weekend September 9th and 10th from 11 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.  A 
preview reception will take place on Sunday, August 27th at 
2:30 P.M.  For more information, contact Marie Hejnosz 
215-487-0221.

 Adam Styka, for whom this competition and exhibition is named, 
was a marvelous creative painter and some of the paintings of the 
Styka family hang in the Shrine’s museum.  Adam Styka rests in a 
place of honor at the Shrine cemetery in the Avenue of Heroes.   
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Celebrating the 
International Year of 

General Thaddeus Kosciuszko 
1746 - 1817

Hero of America and Poland
 Thaddeus Kosciuszko was born 
in Poland on February 4, 1746, son 
of Ludwik and Tekla Kosciuszko. He 
attended school in Lubieszow and 
then the Cadet Academy in Warsaw 
before continuing his engineering 
studies in Paris, France. By the time 
Kosciuszko arrived in America from 
Poland in 1776, he was a skilled 
engineer who came to offer his 
services to the American colonies 
in their struggle for independence. 
On October 18, 1776 Kosciuszko 
was commissioned as Colonel 
of Engineers by the Continental 
Congress and began his outstanding service of fortifying battle 
sites, many of which became turning points in America’s fight for 
independence against the British.

 Shortly after arriving in Philadelphia in 1776, Kosciuszko read 
the Declaration of Independence and was moved to tears because 
he discovered in this single, concise document everything in which 
he truly believed. When he discovered that Thomas Jefferson was 
responsible for drafting the Declaration, he felt compelled to meet 
him. A few months later, while moving south with the Continental 
Army, Kosciuszko stopped in Virginia to meet with Jefferson. After 
a very warm reception, the two men spent the day comparing 
philosophies and eventually became the best of friends.

 In the early days of the war, Kosciuszko helped to fortify the 
Philadelphia waterfront at Fort Mercer. Shortly after, he was 
transferred to New York, where he helped with fortifications along the 
Hudson and planned the defense for Saratoga. The Battle of Saratoga 
became known as one of military history’s most famous struggles for 
independence and proved to be a turning point in the war.

 In 1778, Kosciuszko was made chief engineer of West Point, New 
York. This fortification became known as the American Gibraltar 
because it was unable to be penetrated by the British Army. 
Eventually West Point became a military academy.

 In 1783, Kosciuszko was appointed Brigadier General and was 
awarded the Cincinnati Order Medal by General George Washington, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. Washington also 
presented Kosciuszko with two pistols and a sword as gifts for his 
outstanding service to America.

 After the colonies won their independence, Kosciuszko returned to 
Poland in 1784 to help his own country win independence from the 
surrounding European powers. Kosciuszko was the national hero 
of the 1794 Insurrection. After the successful battle of Raclawice 
on April 4, 1794, first Warsaw and then Wilno were liberated from 
enemy occupation. Kosciuszko was wounded in the failed revolt 
and taken prisoner by the Russians. Upon his release from prison, 
he returned to America on August 18, 1797, which he considered 
his “second home.” He received a hero’s welcome when he reached 
the Philadelphia waterfront along the Delaware River. Afterward, 
he secured a residence at 3rd and Pine Streets, which is now the 
Kosciuszko House, a national memorial to this hero of the American 
Revolution.

 Kosciuszko was admired by general and foot soldier alike, both 
for his technical knowledge and for his sympathetic understanding 
and generosity. Jefferson wrote of Kosciuszko, “He is as pure a son 
of liberty as I have ever known.” Tragically, Kosciuszko, a devoted 
champion of the poor and oppressed, never witnessed the arrival of 
freedom in his homeland, Poland.

 Kosciuszko was a firm believer of equality and requested, before 
leaving the United States for the second time, that the money from 
his estate be used to buy freedom for slaves, help to educate them 
and provide them with enough land to support themselves.

 Kosciuszko spent the last years of his life in Switzerland, where 
on October 15, 1817 he died at the age of 72. He is buried in Wawel 
Castle, in Krakow, Poland, among the tombs of the Polish Kings.

 In 1828 a Corps of Cadets erected a monument to Kosciuszko at 
West Point, where his work was of vital importance to America in the 
Revolution.

 You can learn more about General Thaddeus Kosciuszko when 
you visit the Kosciuszko House, Third and Pine Streets, or the Polish 
American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street, both in 
historic Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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