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Ralph Modjeski (1861-1940)
Polish Immigrant Becomes 

Famous Engineer and Bridge Builder

     Ralph Modjeski, considered 
“America’s greatest bridge 
builder”, was born in Bochnia, 
near the city of Krakow, 
Poland on January 27, 1861. 
He immigrated to America at 
the age of 15 with his mother, 
famous Shakespearean 
actress, Helen Modjeska, 
in July, 1876. Even though 
Modjeski seemed destined 
to become an accomplished 
concert pianist, he went on 
instead to become a highly 
successful civil engineer and 
“one of the twentieth century’s 
most famous designers and 
builders of bridges”. In 1929, 
Modjeski was awarded the 
John Fritz Gold Medal, the 

highest American engineering medal, with a citation for his genius 
in combining strength and beauty. He was also honored by the 
Pennsylvania state legislature in 1966 by a resolution citing him as 
one of America’s “greatest inventors”.

 Despite his busy engineering career, he found time to relax playing 
the piano for several hours daily. He remained professionally active 
until 1936 and died in 1940. The bridge engineering consulting 
fi rm established by Modjeski in 1893 continues to operate under 
the name of Modjeski and Masters, with offi ces in Pennsylvania and 
several other states.  

Modjeski’s Major Accomplishments Include:

•  Thebes Bridge over the Mississippi River at Thebes, Illinois  

 opened in 1904

•  Benjamin Franklin Bridge between Philadelphia and   

 Camden, New Jersey - opened in 1926 

 (Considered Modjeski’s greatest achievement)

•  Tacony-Palmyra Bridge over the Delaware River 

 in Northeast Philadelphia - opened in 1929

• Trans-Bay Bridge between San Francisco and Oakland,  

 California - opened in 1936

• Blue Water Bridge connecting Port Huron, Michigan with  

 Sarnia, Ontario, Canada - opened in 1938

Ignacy Jan Paderewski (1860-1941)
Pianist, Composer, Philanthropist, 

Politician and Diplomat

 Ignacy Jan Paderewski was 
born in 1860 in the village of 
Kurylowka, Podolia, Poland. He 
studied at the Warsaw Musical 
Institute and with many 
Eastern European teachers. 
He became one of Poland’s 
world renowned pianists and 
composers. Although his own 
compositions are well known, 
Paderewski was widely praised 
for his renditions of Chopin. In 
addition to delighting Poland 
and the world with his music 
for over 50 years, Paderewski 
also became one of Poland’s 
great statesmen.

 At the beginning of World 
War I, Paderewski founded a 
committee to assist the people of Poland and established branches in 
Paris, London and throughout the United States.

 Paderewski’s efforts, with support from the American government 
and American people, helped Poland regain her freedom after World 
War I. He was also one of the signers of the Paris Peace Treaty 
which was responsible for reestablishing the proper boundaries 
between Poland 
and her neighbors. 
Paderewski became 
the chief framer of the 
Polish Constitution of 
1919 and served as 
Poland’s delegate to the 
League of Nations in 
Geneva. Upon Poland’s 
Independence, in 1918, 
Paderewski became 
its Prime Minister and 
Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs.

 Paderewski became 
ill during a mission to 
the United States while 
requesting additional 
support for Poland 
against Hitler’s Nazi 
invaders. He died in 
New York City on June 
29, 1941, and his 
body was interred in 
Arlington Cemetery, 
near Washington D.C.

 It was Paderewski’s 
wish to be reburied 
in Poland when his 
homeland was again 
free.

 This wish became a reality on June 28, 1992, when his body was 
returned to Poland and laid to fi nal rest with full honors from the 
American and free Polish government.

 There are hundreds of organizations around the world named after 
Ignacy Jan Paderewski to honor his life and efforts on behalf of the 
Polish people.

   This commemorative bas-relief and 
urn is a tribute to Ignacy J. Paderewski 
installed at the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa in Doylestown, PA, by New 
York Polish sculptor, Andrzej Pitynski.

Ben Franklin Bridge

Liberty Bell Diner
8445 Frankford Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19136
Telephone: 215-331-4344
Fax: 215-331-7117

In-House Delivery, Grubhub, Uber Eats, DoorDash

Open 24 Hours
TheLibertyBellDiner.com


