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WPVI TV 6 Will Televise
Philadelphia’s Pulaski Day Parade

The PAC encourages
you to inform your
family and friends
that they can view
the 2007 Pulaski
Day Parade on
Sunday, October
14, 2007, 1 to 3
P.M. on WPVI-TV
6 ABC serving the
Philadelphia and
Tri-State area.

Anita Brikman
and Michael Blichasz will be co-hosting.  Tune in and enjoy
this annual display of Polish history, culture and pride.

Come Out and Enjoy the 2007 Pulaski Day Parade
Sunday, October 14th • 19th and the Parkway in Center City Philadelphia

Anita Brikman
TV 6 News Broadcaster

Michael Blichasz
Radio Host

Christopher J. Ferguson
(Captain, USN) - NASA Astronaut
PERSONAL DATA:  Born September
1, 1961 in Philadelphia, PA.  Married
to the former Sandra A. Cabot.  They
have three children.  Recreational
interests include golf, woodworking,
and drumming for Max Q, a rock and
roll band.  His mother, Mary Ann
Pietras and stepfather, Norman
Pietras, reside in Langhorne, PA.
Sandra’s mother, Trudy, resides in
Norristown, PA.

EDUCATION:  Graduated from
Archbishop Ryan High School, Philadelphia, PA, 1979; received a
bachelor of science degree in Mechanical Engineering from Drexel
University, 1984 and a master of science in Aeronautical
Engineering from the Naval Postgraduate School, 1991.

ORGANIZATIONS:  Society of Experimental Test Pilots.

AWARDS:  Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Strike/Flight
Air Medal, Navy Commendation Medal (3), Navy Achievement
Medal, and various other service awards/citations.

EXPERIENCE:  Captain Ferguson was commissioned from the
Navy ROTC program at the University of Pennsylvania. He
received his Navy Wings in Kingsville, TX in 1996 and was
ordered to the F-14 Tomcat training squadron in Virginia Beach,
VA. After a brief period of instruction, he joined the ‘Red Rippers’
of VF-11 deploying to the North Atlantic, Mediterranean and
Indian Ocean on board the USS Forrestal (CV-59). While with VF-
11 he also attended the Navy Fighter Weapon School (TOPGUN).
He was selected for the Naval Postgraduate/Test Pilot School
program in 1989 and graduated in 1992. Through June 1994 he
was assigned to the Weapons Branch of the Strike Aircraft Test
Directorate at the Naval Air Station Patuxent River, MD where he
served as the project officer for the F-14D weapon separation
program, becoming the first pilot to release several types of air-to-
ground weapons from the Tomcat.  He served one year as an
instructor at the Naval Test Pilot School before joining the
‘Checkmates’ of VF-211 in 1995 and completing a deployment to
the Western Pacific/Persian Gulf in defense of the Iraqi no-fly
zone on board the USS Nimitz (CVN-68). He briefly served as an
F-14 logistics officer for the Atlantic Fleet prior to his selection to
the space program.

NASA EXPERIENCE:  Ferguson reported to the Johnson Space
Center in August 1998. Following the completion of two years of
training and evaluation, he was assigned technical duties in the
Astronaut Office Spacecraft Systems Branch involving the Shuttle
Main Engine, External Tank, Solid Rocket Boosters and Software.
Ferguson served as Pilot on STS-115 and has logged over 12 days
in space.

Ferguson is currently serving as a Capsule Communicator
(CAPCOM) and performed as the Lead CAPCOM for STS-118 in
August 2007. Captain Ferguson will command STS-126 in
September, 2008

SPACE FLIGHT EXPERIENCE:  STS-115 Atlantis (September 9-
21, 2006) successfully restarted assembly of the International
Space Station. During the 12-day mission the crew delivered and
installed the massive P3/P4 truss segment and two sets of solar
arrays providing one quarter of the station’s power. The crew also
performed over 30 hours of robotic work using the Shuttle’s
robotic arm as well as three spacewalks to complete the truss
installation.

Polonia Proudly Welcomes
Captain Christopher J. Ferguson, U.S. Navy,

NASA Astronaut, to the Philadelphia
Pulaski Day Parade on Sunday, October 14, 2007

Captain Ferguson, who piloted the Space Shuttle Atlantis in 2006,
is a Polish American with roots in Philadelphia.  We join with the
Ferguson, Cabot, Pietras, Florkowski, Gawronski and
Jachimonowicz families in recognizing his many accomplishments.
A detailed biography is listed below:

Listen to a re-broadcast of Saturday's Program
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Polka Time & Variety Program
 

Serving Southeastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey & Delaware
and the entire world on the Internet at WNWR.com 

With your host Michael Blichasz
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On the Internet Right Now!
24 hours a day - 7 days a week
PolishAmericanCenter.org

Tune in to the

Saturday Mornings  •  11 A.M. to 12 Noon
1540 AM Radio  •  WNWR

or  PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com 

To all our Members and Friends
Best Wishes to Everyone During
Polish American Heritage Month

Adam Mickiewicz Polish Language School

Copernicus Society of America

Council of United Polish Societies
Chester, Pennsylvania

Janosik Dancers

Our Lady of Czestochowa Polish Language School

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission

Polish American Congress
Eastern Pennsylvania District

Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Polish American Heritage Association
of  Delaware County

Polish American Radio Program

Polish American String Band

Polish Beneficial Association

Polish Beneficial Association, Group 21

Polish Falcons of America

Polish Museum of America
Chicago, Illinois

Polish National Alliance of U.S. of N.A.

Polish National Alliance Lodge #650

Polish National Alliance, Philadelphia Councils

Polish Police Association of Philadelphia

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

Polish Women’s Alliance of America

Polish Women’s Alliance of America
St. Rita’s Society #417

St. Adalbert Polish Language School

Second Street Polish Society

The Society of Our Mother of Consolation
Wilmerding, PA


