
During October Polonia in the U.S.A. Celebrates the 
33rd Anniversary of National Polish American Heritage Month.

On Sunday, October 5, 2014, beginning at 12:15 P.M. 
the 81st Annual Pulaski Day Parade Marches on the

Benjamin Franklin Parkway in Philadephia, PA. 

2014 Pulaski Day Parade Military Marshal
Commander Marian Szumal

  Marian Szumal 
was born in Lopuszna near 
Nowego Targu, Poland, and 
educated at the Technical 
Institute. He was employed in 
a leather factory, eventually 
becoming the Vice President of 
a division with 400 under his 
command. Marian was very 
active with the “Harcerstwo” 
(Polish Scouts), church 
organizations and sports. 
He was a member of the 
Firemen¹s Vounteers, receiving 
many awards, among them a 
Gold Medal from the National 
Committee of the Firemen¹s 
Association. While in Poland in 
1969, he married Bronislawa 
Gocek.

 He came to the United States in 1970 and worked in many 
factories and construction sites. In 1974, he received employment 
in a machine shop, continuing his education in evening classes 
in mechanics. In 1984, he was transfered to the General Motors 
Mechanical Division in Trenton, NJ., then, ten years later, moved 
to Buffalo, NY, after the GM plant in Trenton closed.  He returned 
to Bensalem in 2003 where he assumed his current position in the 
maintenance department for Bensalem Township.

 Upon his arrival in the U.S., he became a member of the Polish 
National Alliance (PNA), America¹s largest national fraternal 
organization. He served different functions in the PNA, among them 
a fi ve-time delegate to the PNA annual convention. He became very 
active after his return from Buffalo with the Polish Army Veterans 
Post 12.  He served on various committees and for the last two years 
has served as the commander of the Polish Army Veterans Post 12. 
He is also a member of the National Polish Army Veterans SWAP. 
Under his leadership as commander, many fi nancial and material 
improvements were made at their headquarters, Polanka Park and 
Ballroom on Knights Road in Bensalem, PA.

 Commander Szumal and Bronislawa, his wife of 45 years, have 
three daughters and seven grandchilden. The Polish Army Veterans 
Post 12 will salute their Commander, Marian Szumal, as the 2014 
Pulaski Parade Military Marshal during their march in the Pulaski 
Day Parade on Sunday, October 5, 2014. Sto Lat!

2014 Pulaski Day Parade Grand Marshal
Raymond J. Wyszynski

 Raymond Joseph 
Wyszynski was born and 
raised in the Fairmount 
section of Philadelphia where 
he attended St. Hedwig’s 
Parochial School. He 
graduated from Southeast 
Catholic High School and 
Bucks County Community 
College.

 In 1969, Raymond became 
President, CEO and Chairman 
of the Board of Wyszynski 
Provisions, which was started 
by his grandfather, Walter 
Wyszynski.  Since the age of 
twelve, he had learned the 
trade of making kielbasa and 
running the business from 
his grandfather and father. 
During his time of leadership, the company boasted offerings of 
1,000 different items, operated a retail outlet at the factory, shipped 
its products throughout the U.S. and held contracts with numerous 
entities, including the U.S. military and the City of Philadelphia.

 After forty fi ve years, the food products business closed its doors in
1996, but Raymond remained the President of RAYBAR Developers, 
Inc., a land development company specializing in subdivisions of 
large tracts of ground into estate size building lots.

 Raymond’s involvement in Polonia is extensive. For many years, 
he has been involved with the Polish American Congress, Eastern 
PA District, Philadelphia¹s Pulaski Day Parade, and the Polish Police 
Association of Philadelphia, where he participates yearly in the 
distribution of Easter Baskets and Christmas food certifi cates to 
families in need.

 In the late 1990’s, he initiated a college scholarship fund for the
children of Thomas Walenty, a deceased police offi cer and member of 
the Polish Police Association of Philadelphia. In 2003, he established 
the France E. Wyszynski Memorial Scholarship, which offers a 
young female member of the Philadelphia Chapter of the Kosciuszko 
Foundation an opportunity to participate in the Summer School of 
Polish Language and Culture at Jagiellonian University in Krakow, 
Poland. 

 The scholarships that bear his family name were inspired by 
his love of Poland, passed down through the generations from his 
grandparents, and by his desire to memorialize his mother, Frances 
Wyszynski, who had been a constant support for him and his 
brothers.  Through the scholarships, Raymond found a way to “give 
back” to the Polish American community which had contributed to 
his success. 

 Ray and his lovely wife Barbara (Graham) are the proud parents of 
three children and grandparents of seven grandchildren. Sto Lat!2014 Pulaski Day Parade Route
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WPVI TV 6 Will Televise 

Philadelphia’s Pulaski Day Parade
 

     The PAC encourages you to 
inform your family and friends 
that they can view the 2014 
Pulaski Day Parade on Sunday, 
October 5, 2014, 12:30 to 
2:00 P.M. on WPVI-TV 6 ABC 
serving the Philadelphia and Tri-
State area.  

     Your broadcast hosts, Alicia 
Vitarelli, TV 6 Reporter, and 
Michael Blichasz, host of the 

Polish American Radio Program, will narrate this annual display 
of Polish history, culture, and pride.

Michael BlichaszAlicia Vitarelli

General Casimir Pulaski (1745-1779)
American Revolutionary War Hero

Father of the American Cavalry
Mortally wounded in the Battle of 

Savannah in October, 1779

Pope John Paul The Great
Pope of the Universal Catholic Church

October 16, 1978 - April 2, 2005
Known for his efforts to unite people 

of faith and good will across the world

P u l a s k i D a y P a r a d e . c o m

The Parade is a community-wide tribute to 
General Casimir Pulaski and Saint John Paul II. 

This year also marks the 406th Anniversary of the 
First Polish Settlers at Jamestown, Virginia in 1608.


