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Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street – Philadelphia, PA 19106 – (215) 922-1700

Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.com

Memorial Gifts Are Appreciated

Memorial gifts in honor of relatives and friends continue to 
help maintain the Polish American Cultural Center Museum 
Exhibit Hall, 308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia.  The 
Museum promotes public awareness of Polish history and heritage 
and welcomes tourists from across the United States and around 
the world who visit the Exhibit Hall during their tour of Historic 
Philadelphia. There is a Memorial Gift Donation Form located 
on the front page of PolishAmericaCenter.com (memorial 
donation link)

Memorial Gift Obituary Notice 

We would appreciate our members and supporters having the 
Polish American Cultural Center listed as a suggested charity 
in obituary notices.  Kindly list the following text in the obituary 
notice - Memorial donations in the name of the deceased can be 
made to the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut 
Street Philadelphia, PA 19106.  For additional information, contact 
the Museum, Monday through Friday between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. 
(215) 922-1700.

In Memory of 

Mary Romanowski
January 15, 1915  •  November 25, 2006

Offered by Daughter

Theresa Romanowski

In Memory of

Dorothy L. Walunas
From Joseph S. Walunas

Polonia Bids Farewell to 
Dr. Stefan Walery Schwann

On Monday, August 26, 2019, Dr. 
Stefan Walery Schwann passed away 
peacefully at the age of 86 surrounded 
by his loving family. Dr. Schwann, who 
maintained a full New York State Medical 
License to this day, was a man of many 
accomplishments. A summary of his life 
is listed below:

 Born in Poland, Dr. Stefan Walery 
Schwann was a Professor of Medicine 
at the Academy of Medicine in Gdansk, 
his wife, Grazyna Anna Schwann, was 
a PhD. in Pharmacology.  After 
refusing to join the communist party 
in the late 1960’s, they were effectively 
marginalized. In September of 1971, both Stefan and Grazyna 
Schwann embarked on family trip to Bangladesh. When their ship 
docked in Hamburg, the Schwann’s walked off the ship with 2 small 
children and a duffle bag of worldly possessions, seeking political 
asylum with the American Embassy on Labor Day 1971. In December 
of 1971, after being granted asylum by the US embassy in Hamburg 
the Schwann family landed at JFK on a Pan Am flight. 2019 marks 
the 48th anniversary of their entrance to America.  
Dr. Stefan Schwann was a Professor at the Academy of Medicine 
in Gdansk until he came to the U.S. in 1971. He worked for 
the Department of Cardiology in Downstate Medical Center, NY 
for several years and studied for his U.S. Medical License. Dr. 
Schwann was then offered a position as Medical Director at 
Ayerst Pharmaceuticals, which became Wyeth. Dr. Schwann was 
instrumental in bringing the first life saving medication class of Beta 
Blocker (Inderal) and Premarin (hormone replacement therapy for 
menopausal women) to the United States and European market in 
the late 1970’s.

 Historically of interest, is that Stefan is the lineage of Theodor 
Schwann (December 7, 1810 - January 11, 1882), a physician 
and physiologist.  His most significant contribution to biology is 
considered to be the extension of cell theory to animals.  Other 
major contributions include the discovery of “Schwann cells” in the 
peripheral nervous system, the discovery and study of pepsin, the 
discovery of the organic nature of yeast, and the invention of the term 
“metabolism”.  Stefan gave many talks and presentations on Theodor 
and was extremely proud of his lineage.

 Both Stefan and Grazyna Schwann were active in Polish American 
life in New York. Stefan was active in the Polish Medical Association 
(also known as Medicus) and received the Gold Medal under the 
founding President Dr. John Danek.  

 He is survived by his loving wife, Grazyna Anna Schwann, 
his son, Thomas A. Schwann, MD (Chief of Cardiac Surgery at 
University of Massachusetts at Baystate) and his daughter, Nanette 
M. Schwann, MD (Professor and Vice Chair of Anesthesiology at 
Lehigh Valley Health Network), as well as his five grandchildren, the 
youngest matriculating today as a freshman at Columbia University.

Polonia Bids Farewell to Zdzislaw John Krakowiak
(1925-2019)

      Zdzislaw John Krakowiak of 
Warminster, PA passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, September 1, 2019 at Ann’s 
Choice, Warminster, PA.  He was 94.

      John was born June 29, 1925 in 
Belchatow, Poland to the late Józef 
and Pelagia (Knul) Krakowiak.  He 
will be sadly missed by his beloved 
and devoted wife of 65 years Jane 
(Miczenski), son John (Cynthia), 
daughter Arlene (Andrew) Cymerman, 
grandchildren Teresa (Gary) Roach, 

Joseph (Catherine) Cymerman, Mary (Michael) King, Monica 
(Benjamin) Kostenbader, Anna (Brian Ashleson) Krakowiak, Michael 
Cymerman, Rose (Joshua) Wood, and 3 great grandsons Abram 
Kostenbader, Elliott King, and Luke Cymerman.  

 He was preceded in death by newborn brother Józef Krakowiak 
and sister Irena Morkis.

 John grew up in Belchatow, Poland attending the local elementary 
school until 7th grade when schools were closed due to the Nazi 
German invasion on September 1, 1939.  He worked with his father 
making harnesses and saddles to support the family.  In January 
1943 he was conscripted to the German Post Office as a mail carrier.  
During this time, he became a member of the resistance group Polish 
Home Army (Armia Krajowa, AK).  His alias was “Kruk” (Raven).  
John was among a group of Belchatow AK members arrested on 
May 22, 1944.  He was sentenced to slave labor and sent to the 
Mauthausen Concentration Camp in Austria.  
May 5, 1945 is the date John considered his “second birth” when the 
U.S. 3rd Army under General George Patton liberated Mauthausen.  
He joined a U.S. Civil Guard Company and served in Kulmbach, 
Bavaria until Christmas 1946.  Through German civilians who 
befriended him he was hired by a Mercedes-Benz agency where he 
apprenticed and received his diploma as an auto mechanic at the 
end of 1949.

 On March 11, 1950 John arrived in the United States via Ellis 
Island under the sponsorship of a Philadelphia couple.  After living in 
the Port Richmond area of Philadelphia he found his soul mate and 
married Jane on September 27, 1953 at St. Adalbert Roman Catholic 
Church.

 The newlyweds first settled in Mayfair (St. Timothy’s Parish) and 
then moved in February 1970 to Rhawnhurst (Resurrection of Our 
Lord Parish).

 Working for himself was fulfilled in 1956 when he opened JK Auto 
Repair on Tilton Street in Philadelphia and then moving to Pratt 
Street in 1961.  In 1974 John sold the shop and continued to work 
as an auto mechanic at Frank’s Servicenter in Southampton, PA 
until his retirement in 1987.

 Still keeping his hand in fixing cars, John restored a 1967 
Camaro R/S S/S Convertible in much need of repair.  He completely 
disassembled the car, not a nut or bolt left in place but a bare shell.  
After 8 years, the Camaro was ready to show off her beauty at several 
car shows with the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America, NJ Region 
and even the Southampton Days Parade.

 In August 1969, John took Jane, John and Arlene to visit Poland 
and to meet family and friends he had to leave behind because of the 
war.  He and Jane returned 9 more times to Poland.  They enjoyed 
wonderful trips together especially their trip to Italy which was 
highlighted with an audience with Pope John Paul II. 

 In September 1993, the Polish Government honored John with 
the Auschwitz Medal and the Partisan Medal recognizing what the 
Polish Home Army AK had done to make Poland free, not only of 
German occupation, but also of communism.  He felt it also honored 
his friends who lost their young lives in the fight for freedom and 
political independence for Poland.  In 2012, John received the 
Belchatow AK Medal of Honor in recognition of his distinguished 
dedication to the traditions and values of the Polish Home Army.
In July 2006, John and Jane moved to Ann’s Choice in Warminster, 
PA and became members of Nativity of Our Lord Parish in 
Warminster, PA.  John was a member of the AC Garden Club and 
enjoyed growing tomatoes, porzeczki (currents), and flowers in his 
plot in the rear of the community.

 John will be remembered for his tremendous work ethic, working 
on cars, ability to fix anything, or doing home improvement projects 
but most importantly for his deep love of God, family, and country.
Family visitation and viewing was held at Decker Funeral Home, 
in Warminster, PA on Friday, September 13 and on Saturday, 
September 14 from 10-11:30 am.  A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated at the Cemetery Chapel at Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Shrine, 654 Ferry Road, Doylestown, PA on Saturday, September 
14 at 1:00 pm.  John was laid to rest at Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Cemetery.  


