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Polonia Bids Farewell to 
Fr. Joseph Zingaro

     Fr, Jospeh Zingaro, the Pastor of St. 
John Cantius Parish, touched very 
many lives during his 42 years of 
service.  Born on October 6, 1952, Fr. 
Joe, as he was known was brought 
up in a devout Catholic family.  He 
attended Mass with his parents, 
Mary and Joseph every Sunday at his 
parish of St. Josaphat in Manayunk. 
His parents would take him to 
various religious devotions when he 
was a young child.  As an elementary 

school student he became a dedicated altar server.  It came as no 
surprise to those who knew him, that at an early age he already knew 
that he wanted to dedicate his life to serving God and His people 
as a priest. After finishing grade school at St. Josaphat School and 
high school at Roman Catholic, Fr. Joe entered St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary in September of 1970.  After 8 years of dedication and 
hard work, he was ordained a priest by Cardinal John Krol on May 
20, 1978, at the Basilica of St. Peter and Paul in Philadelphia.  Fr. 
Zingaro celebrated his first Mass at his home parish of St. Josaphat 
on May 21, 1978. 

 Fr. Joe’s life as a priest took him to many parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  His assignments included St. Edmund, 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (in Feasterville), St. John 
Cantius, and St. Adalbert.  He became the Pastor of Sacred Heart 
(in Swedesburg) and then became the Pastor of St. John Cantius in 
2000.  For one year, 2013 to 2014, he served at Holy Name as the 
Pastor and then returned to St. John Cantius as Pastor in 2014.
Catholic Education was important to Fr. Joe.  He knew the academic 
benefits of a Catholic Education and strongly realized that by being 
exposed daily to the Catholic faith through Religion classes and 
participation in Mass and the sacraments, a strong foundation in the 
Catholic faith would be built for the students, who would more than 
likely continue their involvement in the Catholic Church as adults. 
 As enrollment began to decrease at St. John Cantius School, Father 
fought to keep his parish school open.  After going through a merger 
with neighboring All Saints in 2007, St. John Cantius School became 
known as Pope John Paul II Regional Catholic School.  With the 
rising costs of Catholic education, Pope John Paul II closed its doors 
for the last time in June of 2012.  The children of St. John Cantius, 
whose parents wish was for their children to have a Catholic school 
education, now attend Blessed Trinity Catholic School in Mayfair.  
Blessed Trinity is the result of a merger between St. John Cantius 
and St. Timothy in 2012.

 Fr. Joe dedicated his ministry to the people he served. He was 
the shepherd guiding his sheep.  He was always busy.  If he wasn’t 
serving Mass, administering the sacraments, or leading the rosary, 
he would be visiting the sick.  He tended to the spiritual, emotional 
and personal needs of his parishioners.  He would meet with families 
who had just lost a loved one, families preparing for the Baptism of 
a new family member or meeting with a young couple about to be 
married. Fr. Joe never tired of his work despite the health challenges 
he faced. 

 If you would ask a parishioner to describe Fr. Zingaro, they would 
tell you that he was patient, kind, a good listener, understanding, 
loving and compassionate.  He was friendly and approachable and 
worked tirelessly to bring Jesus to all.  He was not afraid to roll up 
his sleeves and do the “dirty work.”  He didn’t mind folding up and 
carrying tables and chairs after an event or pushing a broom.  Each 
November he enjoyed assisting with the set up for the Christmas 
Bazaar.  He cherished the moments that he spent working along 
with the parishioners and getting to know them even better.  Fr. 
Joe was one of a kind.  He was a simple and humble priest who 
put parishioners and friends ahead of himself.  He had something 
positive to say to those he met each day.  

 Fr. Joe was a true Philadelphia who followed all of the Philadelphia 
sports teams.  He was a diehard Flyers fan.  He also enjoyed 
the peace and tranquility when he had the time to spend in the 
mountains with his beloved companions Petey and Sammy, his 
“four-legged kids.”    Fr. Joe was a traveler.  He enjoyed seeing new 
places and meeting new people.  While in good health he traveled 
throughout the continental US.   He often joked that his dogs had 
probably visited more states in the United States than most people.
Fr. Joe did not let his worsening health stop him from enjoying his 
life. 

 Over the last two decades, Fr. Joe had many serious injuries and 
illnesses.  He had broken both of his legs in a fall, was injured in a 
serious elevator accident again injuring both his legs, was involved in 
two serious car accidents, fought cancer, lived with Type 1 Diabetes 
since he was a teen, had serious cardiac problems and a few cardiac 
surgeries.  His strong faith and love of God carried him through 
these trying times as well as the prayers and the good wishes of his 
parishioners and friends.

 May 20th was a significant date in Fr. Zingaro’s life.  Not only was 
he ordained on this day but it was the day that God called him home.  
A funeral Mass celebrating his life took place on June 12th at St. 
John Cantius Church.  He was buried next to his parents, Mary and 
Joseph Zingaro at Westminister Cemetery.

 Fr. Joe Zingaro was a one of a kind individual.  He is surely missed 
by parishioners, friends and all who knew him.  May his soul and the 
souls of the faithfully departed rest in peace. 

Andrzej Pitynski, Sculptor Decorated by Poland

 Andrzej Pitynski, 73, a sculptor of international fame, the creator 
of numerous monuments, and recipient of Poland's Knight of the 
Order of the White Eagle, passed away on September 18, 2020.

 Pitynski was born on March 15, 1947, in Ulanów. His parents, 
Aleksander and Stefania, belonged to the anti-communist 
underground. At the end of the 1950s, Andrzej and his father 
supported and supplied the Cursed Soldiers in the underground, 
including Michal Krupa, pseudonym Colonel, in hiding until 1959. 
The Security Office made frequent incursions to the Pitynski house, 
searches, and interrogations, which was related to the search for 
Krupa, who was Stefania Pitynska’s brother.

 The future sculptor graduated from secondary school in Ulanów, 
then the Technical School of Water and Melioration in Trzciana 
near Rzeszów. After further provocations and a show trial in 1967, 
in which the father and son were accused, the family left Ulanów 
and settled in Krakow, where Andrzej began his studies at the 
Teachers’ College, but soon he started studying at the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Krakow in the sculpture studio of Marian Konieczny, 
first, and later Jerzy Bandura. As a student, he made a bust of 
Ignacy Jan Paderewski, which was placed in front of the Collegium 
Paderevianum in Krakow.

 In October 1974, he left for the United States. He worked there 
as a construction worker, and soon took up art studies at the Arts 
Students League in New York. In 1979, he made the sculpture 
“Partisans I”, which in 1983, was unveiled in Boston. Another 
monument by Pitynski “Partisans” was erected in Hamilton.

 Pitynski became a member of the National Sculpture Society (NSS), 
professor of sculpture at the Johnson Atelier Technical Institute of 
Sculpture in Mercerville. In 1987, he received US citizenship. Two 
years later he came to Poland and had been visiting the country 
regularly.

Creator of the Katyn Monument in Jersey City
 One of the most famous sculptures by Pitynski is the Katyn 
Memorial in Jersey City, about 12 meters high and weighing 120 
tons, which pays tribute to the estimated 22,000 Poles massacred by 
soviet troops in a forest outside Smolensk, Russia, in 1940. It was 
built in stages – in 1990, a plinth with reliefs was unveiled, and a 
year later, a bronze figure of a soldier standing on the plinth, pierced 
through with a bayonet, was unveiled. There are bas-reliefs on the 
granite plinth, and on the front there is a bronze eagle in the crown

of the Polish Army with the 
Amazon shield, which houses the 
urn with the ashes from Katyn. 
Underneath is the inscription 
“Katyn 1940” in granite, as well as 
a bas-relief illustrating the attack 
on the World Trade Center. At 
the back, on the Manhattan side, 
on a pedestal there is a bronze 
bas-relief dedicated to Siberia 
(1939) in the form of a cross, from 
which a mother with two children 
“walks out” in shackles to Siberia. 
There is also an engraved poem 
describing Siberia. On the right, 
there is a crowned Polish eagle 
and bronze plaques with a description of the Katyn massacre. On the 
left, the American eagle in bronze and boards with a description in 
English.

 Pitynski’s famous works also include: the National Katyn Memorial 
in Baltimore, MD, the Boston Partisan Monument, the Winged 
Hussar at the Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa Cemetery in 
Doylestown, PA, and Monument to the Armed Deed of American 
Polonia, also known as the Hallerczyk Monument, in Warsaw’s 
Zoliborz. He is also the author of the bronze bust of the commander 
of the 2nd Polish Corps, General Wladyslaw Anders, unveiled 
at Largo Generale Anders in Cassino, in front of the Historiale 
Museum on the eve of the 70th anniversary of the end of the Battle 
of Monte Cassino, as well as the monuments of Ignacy Paderewski, 
priest Jerzy Popieluszko, Maria Curie- Sklodowska and Tadeusz 
Kosciuszko.

Decorated with the Order of the White Eagle
 In 2017, President Andrzej Duda awarded Pitynski with the Order 
of the White Eagle. – An outstanding artist, creator of Polish culture 
built to refresh hearts, to preserve memory, to build the myth of a 
free Republic of Poland, a symbol of Polish emigration, which kept 
this treasure of Polish culture for us – said Andrzej Duda about 
Pitynski during the award ceremony. – Your parents instilled in you a 
constant striving for a free, sovereign Poland at any price. That’s how 
you acted and works. Although not with a rifle, a saber, but a chisel, 
an image, extremely eloquent. Building hearts, building our identity, 
building our tradition, but also building us as a proud nation, 
perceived by other nations through your work, added the president.
    -  Polish News


