
Solidarnosc
The Spirit of Freedom Lives On!

 This year the Polish American Heritage Month Coloring Contest honors the people 
who have fought for freedom across the world. Beginning with General Casmir Pulaski 
and General Thaddeus Kosciuszko to the polish freedom fighters of World War II and to 
the present day leader of the Solidarity Union, Lech Walesa, the polish people have been 
fighting for freedom for hundreds of years.

            Casmir Pulaski was the oldest son of Polish nobility, born in March, 1748. At the 
age of 15, he joined his father and other members of the polish nobility in opposing the 
Russian and Prussian interference in Polish affairs. Outlawed by Russia for his actions on 
behalf of Polish Liberty, he traveled to Paris where he met Benjamin Franklin, who asked 
him to support the colonies against England in the American Revolution. Pulaski volun-
teered his services.

            In 1777, Pulaski arrived in Philadelphia where he met General George Washington, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. Pulaski distinguished himself as a brilliant 
military tactician at the Battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Valley Forge. For his ef-
forts, Congress appointed him Brigadier-General in charge of Four Horse Brigades. Later 
in 1778 Pulaski was appointed the head of the American Cavalry. Pulaski was wounded by 
cannon blast at the Battle of Savannah in 1779 and died two days later on October 11.

            Theseus Kosciuszko was born February 4, 1747 in Poland. He studied military en-
gineering as a college student in Warsaw and Paris. He came to America in 1776 to offer 
his services to fight for American liberty. For 6 years Kosciuszko fought side by side with 
American soldiers.

            His most significant accomplishments were the fortifications of Saratoga and West 
Point. Kosciuszko’s fortification of Bemis Heights near the village of Saratoga contrib-
uted greatly to the surrender of 6,000 British troops. The British surrender on October 17, 
1777 is considered to be the turning point of the Revolutionary War. Perhaps his greatest 
achievement began in March, 1778, when he was entrusted with the defense of the Hud-
son River at West Point. For 28 months Kosciuszko planned and built permanent fortifica-
tions at West point. It was so successful that the British never dared to attack. His service 
in the American Continental Army ended in 1783 when Congress promoted him to Briga-
dier General.

 The Polish fight for freedom was never more evident than during World War II. The 
Polish people were held as prisoners in their own country by the Nazi forces of Hitler and 
the Soviet forces of Stalin. The Polish people were not allowed to enjoy everyday free-
doms that we take for granted. They were forbidden to have cars and motorcycles, radios, 
telephones, and use of postal service. They couldn’t enter parks, sports facilities, movies, 
theaters, most schools were closed, land and homes were taken away, families were sepa-
rated, the food was taken from their homes and given to the enemy troops. Polish people 
in the country fought everyday against the horrors of war. Polish soldiers fought during 
World War II to help free the world of the terror of Hitler’s Nazi forces. y joining with 
other countries’ armies to stop the horror of the war. Thus joint effort succeeded in May, 
1945, when Nazi forces surrendered. Today, Poland, freed from communist rule in 1989, 
remains a testament to the Polish people’s desire for freedom, continuing the work of the 
leader of the Solidarity Union, Lech Walesa, who started Poland’s march to freedom.
     


